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In the early decades of the twentieth century, as Japanese society became engulfed in war and
increasing nationalism, the majority of Buddhist leaders and institutions capitulated to the status
quo, preaching, in the words of Joseph Kitagawa “the virtues of peace, harmony, and loyalty to
the throne.” One notable exception to this trend, however, was the Shinkd Bukkyo Seinen Domei
(Youth League for Revitalizing Buddhism), founded on April 5, 1931. Led by Nichiren Buddhist
layman Seno’o Gir6 (1889-1961), and made up of young social activists who were critical of
capitalism, internationalist in outlook, and
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Buddhism, might be criticized for placing
secular liberal (in this case, socialist) values
of rights and freedoms above traditional Buddhist doctrines. This paper analyzes the views of the
Youth League for Revitalizing Buddhism as found in the writings of Seno’o Gird, in relation to
the historical and political context and with specific reference to various “problems” surrounding
the emergence of Buddhist socialism in modern Japan, including the use of Nichiren’s Rissho
ankoku ron, the Lotus Sutra, and the relation of Buddhism to materialism.
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